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by Brian Savage 

A draft government report obtained by the Cana¬ 
dian Press purportedly shows a small but steadily 
increasing number of Natives returning to reserves 
from urban areas. In the ten years from 1986 to 1996, 
the study indicates that the number of Natives who 
moved back to the reserve from the city shifted by 
22,870 people. 

The motives and parameters of the report have been 
questioned by Viola Thomas, head of the United 
Native Nations. 

Thomas says that looking at current demographics 
and social realities she has “a hard time believing” the 
trend noted in the government study. Economic fac¬ 
tors, says Thomas, dictate that the reserve simply will 
not be able to give the majority living there what they 
need in terms of education and employment training. 
According to Thomas the new study contradicts the 
Aboriginal survey conducted by Census Canada. “Sta¬ 
tistics can be manipulated,” says Thomas. 

"When you look at our social reality you’re dealing 
with second and third-generation urban Aboriginal 
people; it’s not like all of a sudden you have this 
phenomena of urban Aboriginal people. 

“I’ve always looked at it as a forced relocation,” 
comments Thomas about the move by Natives to the 
city from the reserves, “not by the choice of individu¬ 
als but because of federal legislation that did not 
allow for the establishment of reserves to have a 
realistic landbase, based on the population at the 

The original funding for friendship centres, recalls 
Thomas, was the Migrating Native People’s Program. 
“It’s always been the intent to assimilate or inte- 

Thomas calls the “weird formula” employed during 
the McKenna-McBride Commission a good example 
of the different world views in place regarding Abo¬ 
riginal and non-Aboriginal people. “At the time of 
contact our people were the majority in the land; 
through diseases like smallpox our populations were 
decimated. Now it seems our numbers are increasing, 
even though we still have the highest morbidity and 
mortality rates we have the fastest growing popula¬ 
tion in the sense that as Canadians are getting older 


Congratulations, 
Alberta Native News, 
on your 15th Anniversary 


we are getting younger.” 

Thomas says that the urban Aboriginal communi¬ 
ties are being “marginalized and continually denied 
any real mechanism for a voice and recognition around 
urban Aboriginal governance issues.” This denial is 
tied in part to the efforts of bands negotiating self- 
government, says Thomas, including taxation au¬ 
thority and “devolution agreements on health trans¬ 
fers and everything else. It’s devolving the fiduciary 
obligation of the federal government and it’s creating 
barriers because the formulas are based on a per 
capita transfer payment.” Thomas speculates that 
bands or the government may be motivated to “taint” 
the figures in the report because of the on-going 
negotiations. 

The complexities and hidden struggles between the 
different levels of government are not understood by 
many at the community level. “They react to their 
basic needs.” An initiative is needed says Thomas to 
instruct Native people in understanding how these 
municipal, provincial and federal band processes are 
negotiated and how it impacts on them. They should 
know how a report or study was instigated and by 
whom and for what purpose. If one recognizes that 
Indian Affairs has always maintained that there is no 
fiduciary obligation for those Aboriginals living off- 
reserve, Thomas asks who gains by backing this 
current report. “What is the intent behind this report? 
If you look at any of the treaty processes, all are 
required to stipulate the demographics of how many 
are on reserve and how many are off reserve.” 

The draft report indicates that Bill C31 reinstated 
status to 120,000 people since 1985 and has resulted 
in off-reserve numbers accounting for 42.5 percent of 
total Native numbers; in 1985 the figures stood at 29 
percent. Off-reserve Natives numbered 260,755 to 
227,285 on reserve. 

It is estimated that the vast majority of the $6.5 
billion slated for Native funding and programs will go 
Natives. 
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More than 40,000 make the trek 
to Lac Ste Anne Pilgrimage 


This year, as in years past, the annual pilgrimage to 
Lac Ste. Anne saw huge crowds descend upon the 
lake, each person intent on taking advantage of the 
mystical healing powers said to derive from Alberta’s 
most famous body of water and the site of the first 
(1843) Catholic mission in the province. 

But this year wasn’t entirely like those in the past. 
The five day gathering, which usually runs from 
Saturday through Thursday, was lengthened for some 
participants this year as hundreds made their way to 
the lake several days before the official activities were 
scheduled to commence. Others stayed for several 
days after the annual pilgrimage festivities were 

“It’s nice to come early, you get a better spot to set 
up your camper," said Eldon Ferguson two days be¬ 
fore the official opening ceremonies tookplace. ''We’ve 
been here for two days and will probably stick around 
until after next weekend." 

Father Fred Groleau, one of the event’s main organ¬ 
izers, estimated that nearly 1,000 people had already 
arrived and set up camp when contacted for comment 
three days before the event got underway. 

Catholic missionaries have been organizing the 
annual trek for the past 110 years, but the history of 
the Lac Ste. Anne and its healing waters goes back 
much further. In fact, many western Canadian Na¬ 
tives had been gathering at the site for a couple of 
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(Vault replaces Stewart as DIA leadership changes hands 


by Johi 


>pley 


Prime Minister Jean Chretien, perhaps beginning 
preparations for the next federal election, made some 
sudden and somewhat surprising changes to his cabi- 
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net earlier this month when he shed five of his 
ministers and transferred several others, including 
Jane Stewart, Minister of Indian Affairs and North¬ 
ern Development (DIAND), to new portfolios. 

Stewart, who most say has done an excellent job 
since assuming the DIAND post a couple of years ago, 
will move to Human Resource Development (H ^®), ® 

circles. Replacing Stewart is the MP for Kenora- 
Rainy River, Robert Nault. Shirley WolffSerafim will 
remain in the Deputy Minister position she assumed 
on June 1 this year, as will Dennis Wallace, who 
received his appointment as the department’s Associ¬ 
ate Deputy Minister last August. 

Robert Nault, first elected to represent the federal 
constituency of Kenora-Rainy River during the No¬ 
vember 1988 general elections, is no stranger to 
Native issues. He’s dealt with Ontario’s Treaty 3 
communities for some time and is deemed "a pretty 
good guy” by many of the Native leaders in the 
Northwestern Ontario Treaty region. 

Before entering his political career Mr. Nault 
studied at both the University of Alberta and 
the University of Winnipeg where he special¬ 
ized in recreational administration and politi¬ 
cal science. In 1986, six years after taking a - 
job with CP Rail, Mr. Nault was elected Chair¬ 
man of Local 431 of the United Transportation 
Union. He later served as the Union’s Vice-General 
Chairman of CP Lines West. In 1984 Mr. Nault 
became involved in politics when he became head of 
the Kenora District Liberal Association, a post he 
maintained until 1986. He also served on the Kenora 
Town Council from 1985 through 1988. 

The new DIAND minister’s list of accomplishments 
are many. He has served on numerous committees 
over the years and was particularly effective when, in 
Opposition, he served as the Associate Critic for 
Aboriginal Affairs, Opposition Critic for Labour and 
Associate Critic for Energy, Mines and Resources. 
He’s also been the Chairman of the Northern Ontario 
Liberal Caucus. Soon after the 1993 federal election 
Robert Nault was named Chairman, Government 
Task Force on CN Commercilization and elected as 
Chairman of the House of Commons Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Natural Resources. Named Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources Devel¬ 
opment in the winter of 1996, Mr. Nault has also 
served as a member of both the Standing Committees 
on Health and Aboriginal Affairs and Northern De¬ 
velopment. 

Mr. Nault resides in Kenora with his wife, Lana and 
their two children, Samantha and Daniel. The Kenora- 
Rainy River constituency office is situated in nearby 

.Mr. Chretien’s latest cabinet shuffle did not affect 



the departments of Health, Finance, Foreign Affairs, 
Justice or Defence. 

Several of Canada’s Native communities have al¬ 
ready endorsed the new Minister. 

In a recent interview with media, Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs Grand Chief, Rod Bushie, congratu¬ 
lating Stewart on her promotion to HRD, said he was 
disappointed to see the Minister go, adding that she’d 
‘‘done a good job.” 

Buffalo Point First Nation Chief John Thunder also 
commented about the good job Stewart had done in 
the DIAND portfolio. He told media that he “would 
have been disappointed with Stewart being bumped if 
there was someone else in there now other than 
Nault.” Thunder added that he thought that Mr. 
Nault’s knowledge about Canada’s First Nations would 
give him a head start. “I believe he will do a good job... 
we won’t have to bring him up to speed.” 
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private members'bill 


A bill designed to exonerate former Metis leader Louis Riei, prc 
Montreal Liberal NW Denis Coderre, and endorsed by at least four other 

"--n-inentaTY system, is not what it seems to be, says the leader of 


1, promoted by 


of Canada’s parli 
the country’s 600,000 Mt.__. 

“The Metis are still a landless people in Canada,” said Metis National Council 
President Gerald Monn. He told media recently that the best way to recognize 
Riel’s contributions to Canada would be to “put into place the justice and vision 
we’ve been fighting for. We don’t want symbolic gestures ” 

Especially if those gestures are ill-conceived or not properly presented. 

Morin say that Coderre’s endorsement of a private members’ bill doesn’t go far 
enough and lends itself to the idea that Riel is being forgiven for committing an 
illegal act. B 

‘Riel and many other Metis people fought and died for a cause,” reminded Morin 
saying that the idea of “exonerating” the famous leader was the same as savinn 
he had done something for which he should be exonerated, or forgiv 
says he’s called for an immediate process to begin that will seek 
bargaining table to negotiate a fair land-claims settlement for Canada’s Metis 
population. 


of Manitoba, said the very fact that Riel was hanged is enough to have most of the 
population thinking he was a criminal—and that just won’t do. But, he added that 
notion would continue if the Metis accepted the private members' bill as written 
If he is pardoned like a criminal, he will be recognized as a criminal who has 
been pardoned,” said Mr. Dumont. “It’s an insult to the Metis Nation ” 

Louis Riel was the only Canadian ever elected to parliament who was never 
allowed to take his seat at the table. Hanged for treason in 1885, Riel’s name is 
synonymous with the Metis struggle for an equal footing, recognition in the 
constitution and a fair shake at the bargaining tables. 

Dumont blames the turtle-like pace of government for much of the misfortune 
that has fallen upon the Metis people over the decades. He says that government’s 
failure to recognize the Metis as a distinct people has helped to perpetuate a loss 
ot sell-esteem, thus helping to create a sense of non-belonging that has contributed 
Native^outh b ° tK P ° V6rty “ nd “ eScalating rate of slides, especially among 
An interesting statistic popped up in the mainstream media recently that says 
a Dominion Institute poll has determined that Louis Riel was a solid fifth in a 
questionnaire that surveyed the people’s pick of the top 20 Canadian heroes who 
are no longer alive. Riel was picked first overall in the survey’s section that asked 
the public to name the country’s top 10 Aboriginal heroes. 

Louis Riel was just 41 years old when he was led to the gallows in Regina, 


Mr. Morin Saskatchewan, on November 16, 1885. 
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the benefit of this and future generations.” 

Alberta Indian and Northern Affairs Communica¬ 
tions Director, Glenn Luff, said the event was “prob- 



as well as forestry and oil and gas companies and 
industries were among those who attended the ses- 
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News Briefs 

UN asked to intervene on grandfather's behalf 

A couple of months ago Alberta Native News brought its readers a story about 
a yoimg Canadian Native toddler who was about to be taken from his biological 
grandfather and returned to his adoptive non-Native grandparents in the United 
States of America, pie youngster, who had been living with his grandfather, lost 
his bid to stay in Canada when the country’s Supreme Court ordered the boy 
returned to Connecticut and to the American couple who had adopted the boy’s 
mother in 1980. They also raised the young boy during the first nine months of his 
life. 

At the time, Phil Fontaine, Grand Chief of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), 
vowed to fight the Supreme Court’s decision. He has. The AFN has requested the 
help of a Umted Nations sub-committee. Fontaine and other Native leaders say 
that the boy should be raised within his culture; the Supreme Court says heritage 
is meaningless and doesn’t necessarily mean it’s in the boys best interest. 

The legislature member for Rupertsland, Eric Robertson (NDP), supports the 
AFN and said when the government returned the boy to the United States it was 
just another episode of “cultural genocide.” 

AFN delegation invited to China 

Canada’s Assembly of First Nations (AFN) held 
its 1999 Annual Assembly in Vancouver recently. 

The three day conference, which included the par¬ 
ticipation of America’s National Congress of Ameri¬ 
can Indians (NCAI) and numerous other North 
American Indigenous leaders, ended with an un¬ 
precedented political accord designed to enhance 
communications and understanding between In¬ 
digenous peoples across the continent. 

Before the event got underway the AFN met in 
closed door meetings with numerous Chinese offi¬ 
cials including the president of the China Ethnic 
Minorities Association (CEMA), Wen-Jing. The 
Chinese extended a special invitation to the AFN, 
asking them to send a delegation to China before the 
end of1999. The CEMA represents more than 55 of 
China’s current ethnic groups, a segment of the 
population that numbers about ten percent of that country’s 1 

The AFN delegation, the first ever to visit China, will concenti 
culture and trade. 

Wen-Jing said the visit would allow Canada’s Native people t 


A spokesman for CN Rail, Graham Dallas said the rock was removed because 
; itr nS : d r d , dEU ; Be :r S He ?“ d in future the company would ask the band 
to point out which rocks they consider important. He also said that it was a “policy 
to consult with landowners but if it is a matter of urgency, life and death, we have 
to take action. 

Crey disagrees. He said the rock, which hung about 3,000 feet above the 
railway line was "considerable distance away" and “not a hazard ” 

McHalsie explained that Momet’es was known as a transformer rock, one that 
some believe is an ancient ancestor, transformed into stone and designed as a 
sign to remind the people to be good and true. 

“It’s been there for a thousand years," explained McHalsie, “and we thought it 
would be there for another thousand years.” 

The Sto:L° First Nation and David Schaepe, an archeologist who works for the 
tribal Council say they think the province should protect the remaining rocks 
through BC s Heritage Conservation Act. 



so the world can see their concerns.” 

The Vancouver conference saw mo 
more than 30,000 visitors. 
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than 5,000 participating delegates and 


CN Railway crew demolishes sacred rock 

A Canadian National Railway work crew, trying to clear up a mudslide that 
derailed a CP freight train just east of Vancouver last month, ran into trouble 
when they forget to check with local Natives before blowing up a rock they say was 
blocking the way to a successful conclusion of the project cleanup. The rock, which 
sits within the traditional territory of the Sto:Lo First Nation, was located on land 
belonging to the Yale First Nation. 

“All of the Elders are very upset," said StoiLo Cultural Advisor, Sonny McHalsie 
during a recent comment to media. 

The sacred rock, known as Momet’es, was one of more than a hundred such rocks 
in Sto:Lo territory. Ernie Crey, a Sto:Lo Nation leader, called the destruction of 
the rock “a travesty.” He likened the event to “going to Stonehenge and blowing 
up a few columns.” 


I ‘T- 1 ? of gmxlmiy | 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

INVITATION FOR APPLICATIONS FOR 

ABORIGINAL URBAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Each year at Its Organizational Meeting in October, City Council appoints citizens to Its 
vanous boards, commissions and committees. 

Applications from persons who would be willing to sit on The City ol Caloarv 
Aboriginal Urban Adairs Committee lor the year 1999/2000 are reguested. 

In Sdme instances City Council may re-appolnl members who wish to continue to serve 
new^ppolrdees™^ 01 appoln,menls shlMn d06s npl nec9ssari| y mllect the number ol 
Applicants may be requested to submit to a brief Interview by City Council. 

Particulars on the Aboriginal Urban Affairs Committee are as lollows: 


JIBL 

53? 



# sr 

Regular 

r 

aboriginal people 


11 

wSy, 

2 hours 

4:30 p.m. 

Your application should state your re 

A resume ot no more than two 8W 3 
background and experience. Your pe 
Council in consideration ol committe 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 4: 

Applications should be forwarded to: 

Applications may be FAXED to: 
Should you require any further infon 
Diana L. Garner, City Clerk 

ason for applying and service expectations. 

< If pages should be attached stating 
rsonal inlormation will only be used by City 

contact the Deputy City Clerk at 268-5861. 

:30 P.M., 1999 SEPTEMBER 17. 

City Clerk (#8007) 

The City ot Calgary 

P.0. Box 2100, Postal Station "M" 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 2M5 

4:30 p.m., applications may be dropped off at: 

City Clerk's Department 

Main Floor, 700 Macleod Trail South 

Calgary, Alberta 
(403) 268-2362 

nation, please telephone (403) 268-5861. 


TAKE YOUR CAREER PATH 
IN A NEW DIRECTION 

And you could be on the road to a challenging career in Retail Management! 

Northern is the leading retailer of food, family apparel 
and general merchandise in small, northern communities. 

We're looking for enterprising individuals to join our 160-store team as 

MANAGEMENT TRAINEES 


M expectations 

pg • be self-starters who are able to work with little supervision 
Eli • have well-developed interpersonal skills and be able to adapt to social 
Efl situations and conditions different from those in urban centres 
S3 * have a strong enterprising spirit and desire to succeed 

Grocery/retail experience is a definite asset but is not essential 

We provide an in-house management training course that includes all 
aspects of store operations in grocery, retail and office procedures. We 
offer competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits package which 
includes subsidized accommodations. 

Please submit your resume to; Ed Lindquist Manager of Recruitment for 
Northern Stores, The North West Company, 77 Main Street Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R3C2R1 


THE NORTHWEST COMPANY 


NATIONAL 

ABORIGINAL W 
ACHIEVEMENT 
FOUNDATION 



ARTS 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

for education and training 


Application deadline is firm: 

SEPTEMBER 30 

for applications or more information, call 

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL ACHIEVEMENT FOUNDATION 

70 Yorkville Avenue, Suite 33A, Toronto, Ontario MSR 1B9 
tel: 416-926-0775 fax:416-926-7554 toll free: 1-800-329-9780 
website: naaf.ca e-mail: naaf@istar.ca 
































Alberta Native News August, 1999 




CROSSTOWN CHRYSLER JEEP 

We at Crosstown Chrysler Jeep are very proud to 
announce the hiring of Mr. Terry Bourque as new and 
used vehicle sales consultant. Terry Bourque resides at 
the Buffalo Lake M£tis Settlement, 200 kms. north of 
Edmonton. Call Terry today and drive away with your 
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Focus on Education 


Margo Kane honoured by Theatre School 

by John Copley 


Some things never change. Take the Toronto-based Centre for Indigenous 
Theatre for an example. When James H. Buller founded the facility in 1974 he 
named it the Native Theatre School. At the time, it was the only theatre training 
iitted to developing and enhancing Indigenous 


centre in the country that wj 


theatre. It still is 

Today, the Native Theatre School is a registered not for profit charitable 
organization known as the Centre for Indigenous Theatre (CIT). It remains 
committed to providing persons of First Nation, Metis and Inuit heritage “train- 
ing, education networking and role modelling in the field of theatre, including 
film and television.” 6 

To recognize Aboriginal go-getters and their individual and collective achieve¬ 
ments, CIT created a second major project in the winter of 1995 when Robert K. 
Scott, currently listed as the organization’s manager of projects, created the 
James Buller Awards, in honour of the theatre’s founder. Since that time CIT has 
presented more than a dozen awards to Native actors and achievers in the four 
separate categories considered and voted on by the CIT membership each year. 

When the third annual awards ceremony took place in Toronto last month 
British Columbia’s Margo Kane took home the first of two awards presented in the 
Advancement of Aboriginal Theatre category. The well known playwright, actor 
and director, a member of Vancouver’s Full Circle Native Performance group 
shared the podium with Ontario’s De-Ba-Jeh-Mu-Jig Theatre Group. The award 
for best female performer went to Tantoo Cardinal for her role in the movie Smoke 
Signals. Her co-star in that film, Adam Beach, took home the award for best male 
performer. The award for best playwright went to Ian Ross for his well-known and 
equally well travelled masterpiece Farewell. 

Kane was recognized for her many contributions to Indigenous culture over the 
years. Known as an exceptional writer, dedicated performer and diligent director, 
Margo Kane has been involved in numerous artistic endeavours, including 
mainstream theatre. She is known as experimental, fuelled, intense. Her style is 
unique and her individual performances are usually rooted in oral tradition and 
presented in ritualistic fashion. 

Kane’s courage and commitment are symbolic of the founder’s vision, a predic¬ 
tion that Canada’s Native peoples would one day use the arts to reestablish what 
they had lost with the coming of the settler, their pride, dignity and respect. 

Margo Kane’s recognition in the Advancement of Aboriginal Theatre category, 
dffi p’t.Poqg s he had..to earn it. Nominations, says the entry information 


CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
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breaking influence in the field.” 

Nominations for all James Buller Award cat¬ 
egories are open to the general public. Once the 
top three nominations in each category are 
calculated, the names are submitted to the CIT 
membership, who then vote on the matter. 

CIT Artistic Director Carol Greyeyes, BFA 
(York), in conversation with media following 
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of Aboriginal Youth 

lesigned to encourage Aboriginal youth 
to stay in school and to pursue 
advanced education. 


To qualify for an award, you must complete 
an application and return it to the 
Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business 
before October 15, 1999. 
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For an application 
please call: 

Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business 
204A St. George Street 
Coach House, Main Floor 
Toronto, ON M5R 2N5 
Tel: (416) 961-8663 Fax: (416) 961-3995 


--about the Indigenous 

Theatre,” she added. "People of CIT felt there 
should be an acknowledgment that they are rn 

the business. Our feeling is that our people --1 *ui SB wur*. 

James Buller wanted Aboriginal people to tell their story. He knew that the arts 
and theatre would help bring about more awareness.” 

Over the past 26 years the theatre company has grown strong with talent and, 
last September, as the Native Theatre School celebrated its 25th graduatingclass, 
the centre “recognized the need for a more advanced level of training,” one that 
goes beyond the introduction provided by its summer program. 

Thus, Carol Greyeyes and Traditional Cultural Director, Lee Maracle, created 
a new program for the Indigenous Theatre School. It's a full time, eight month 
program designed to continue the development of Aboriginal performance artists 
by combining contemporary theatre techniques with traditional Aboriginal teach¬ 
ings. The program allows students to receive a uniquely developed Aboriginal 
beginning to their performance arts careers. 

For more information about the Centre for Indigenous Theatre, write to 260, 
401 Richmond Street, Toronto, Ontario M5V1X3. Or call (416) 506-9436. 
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II you have a strong Interest In being sell-employed, r 
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You may be eligible for Income Support jl 
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Education is a great gift that we pass on to our children 
as we all strive toward a brighter future. Best wishes to 
all students in the new school year, from 
Audrey and Maureen at 

A & M Stationery 


P. O. Box 1050, Maskwachees Mall, 
Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1 NO 
Phone: (780) 585 2434 Fax: (780) 585 2441 
Toll Free: 1-800 228-9365 
E-mail; amstat'wfelusplanet.net 
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LEGEND 


How the Muskrat got its tail is 
Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource 
to providing quality educational re 
of the First Nations. 


ivided by the Lac La 
irces to all the people 


HOW THE MUSKRAT COT ITS TAIL 



Sometimes the muskrat swam on the surface of the lake, sometimes diving and 
disappearing further away. “Hey! Little sister! Come here quick! Listen, little 
sister!' said Wesuhkechahk. 

The muskrat obeyed and hobbled along, threading its way through the grass. 

“What is it, big brother?” she asked. 

“Will you do me a favour? My soup is too hot and 1 am dying of hunger. Will you 
plunge it into the cold water of the lake for me?” 

“Gladly!” she answered. 




In an angry rage, Wesuhkechahk stormed and fumed. Wuchusk, the muskrat, 
came out of the water with a scalded tail! Wesuhkechahk saw that all the hair was 
gone from its tip. 

He made a vow that no hair would ever grow or cover the tail of a muskrat from 
one generation to the next. 

To this day, Wuchusk has a naked tail! 


The Alberta Teachers Association 

extends congratulations and best ■wishes 
to Alberta Native News 
as you celebrate your 15th Anniversaiy. 
Continued success in all your endeavours 
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of independent publishing for First Nations 
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Project promotes 
economic growth 
and opportunity 


We cougnalulale 
Albe)tin Halim Heuio 
on 15 yeana ot publUUU tg 
an excellent neuu>pape>t 
ton finot Haliono 
tnow. the 

Management and Staff 

of the 

Wetaskiwin, Leduc, Devon, Stony Plain, 
Spruce Grove, Morinville, Westlock, 
Slave Lake, Whitecourt, 

St. Paul and Wainwright 



growth and opportu¬ 
nity by creating a $50 
million forest products 
project. 

ABCoR (the short 
form of Aboriginal Cor¬ 
poration) includes par- 

Chipewyan Prairie 
First Nation (Janvier), 
Bigstone Cree Nation 
(Wabasca), Ft. McKay 
First Nation, Kikino 
Metis Settlement; abo¬ 
riginal businessman 
Doug Galosky and two 
industry partners. 
Their goal is to create a 
value-added secondary 
manufacturing indus¬ 
try opportunity in 
Northern Alberta. 

The proposed project 
will generate 


n 320 d 


:t job; 


and $13 

nual salaries and ben¬ 
efits, bringing employ¬ 
ment to two predomi¬ 
nantly Aboriginal com¬ 
munities. 

Two state-of-the-art 
sawmills, one in 
Wabasca, Alta, and the 
other in the Janvier- 
Conklin area, will each 
create 70-80 jobs in semi-isolat 
are experiencing high unemplc 

A further 120 jobs will be ci 
manufacturingplant to be const 
Pacific Forest Industries Inc. 
employees will be added to an 
wood manufacturing facility in 

The new sawmills will prodv 
and pine lumber, which will be: 
and finger-jointing manufactui 

Final manufacturing 
into higher value-added 
products including door 
and window components, 
mouldings and other 
products, will be further 
processed at another 

Wood that is not accept¬ 
able for lumber produc¬ 
tion will be chipped and 
trucked to Alberta-Pacific 
for pulping. 
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Blaze King Classic 
It Burns Cleaner & Longer 
Than Any Ordinary Stove! 

Featuring... 

-—High EPA Efficiency 

(Catalytic Model up to 82.5%) 

—Long Continuous Clean 
Burn Times up to 40 hours. 

—Burn Chart Available on 
Request (Incredible 45 hours) 
—Catalytic and Non-Catalytic Models 
—Thermostat Draft Control 
—Optional Dual Blower System 
—Built for Canadian Winters 
n=n -"No Power... No Problem ... 

QB) Y2K Security 

Contact Your Local Blaze King Dealer 

Or Call (250) 493-7444 

1290 Commercial Way, Penticton, BC, V2A 3H5 
E-Mail: Valley_Comfort @ bc.sympatico.c 

BE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY! 

USE RENEWABLE RESOURCES, BURN WOOD NOT FOSSIL FUELS! 
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Planting 
for the Future 


T he forests are not ours to keep. 

They belong to our children. 

And their children. 

Alberta-Pacific Forest Industries Inc. 
is working with Aboriginal 
communities to share the benefits of 
the forest while sustaining it for 
future generations. 

To leam more about our Aboriginal 
Affairs Resource Team and their 
activities and programs, please call 
the mill site at (780) 525-8000, toll 
free at 1-800-661-5210, or contact 
one of our field offices listed below. 
Clearwater office, Ft. McMurray, AB 
(780) 565-4918/ 1-800-565-4918 


(780) 891-2100 /1-800-565-4921 






DINtfWO 


NOW OFFERING 

NATIVE ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING 
NATIONWIDE 

For more information telephone: 

Delmor Jacobs & Associates 
(519) 455-0686 
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Sask. First Nations closer 
to control over housing 

First Nations in Saskatchewan are moving toward taking control over then- 
housing and capital works as a result of a Memorandum of Understanding signed 
by Canada and the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) last 
month. The proposed transfer of authority will allow for long-term planning and 
will give First Nations the flexibility to lever more money for housing and capital. 

Roy Bird, Regional Director General of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop¬ 
ment, Saskatchewan Region, and FSIN Vice-Chief Terry Sanderson signed the 
MOU aimed at establishing the Saskatchewan Indian Housing Institution. 

Ifthe proposal is approved at the FSIN Chiefs’Assembly in October, Canada and 
the FSIN will jointly develop a multi-year management and funding arrangement 
with the Saskatchewan Indian Housing Institute for implementation of First 
Nations control of housing and capital works, effective April 1, 2000. 

“The development of a First Nations Housing Institute will establish an 
arrangement for the First Nations of Saskatchewan to build capacity,” said Vice- 
Chief Sanderson. “This is another step toward implementing the treaty right to 
housing.” 

Under the agreement, Canada will contribute funding to the FSIN for the 
development of the housing institute, which will be set up to assume control over 
the on-reserve housing and band-based capital in Saskatchewan. Specifically, the 
housing institution will establish policies and standards for housing and capital 
works, while the actual delivery of housing projects would remain with individual 
First Nations. 

The government of Canada currently spends about $26 million annually on 
reserve housing and band-based capital in Saskatchewan. 
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Canadian hunter 


CANADIAN HUNTERS EXPLORATION LTD. 
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Cheviot Mine hearings: 
Round Two 

by Brian Savage 

September 9 marks the date for the second round of 
preliminary hearings to begin for the controversial 
Cheviot Mine, situated beside Jasper National Park. 

Open to the public, many parties from the first 
round are expected back, some with fresh ammuni¬ 
tion in their fight over the mine. 

The new round of hearings was called for after 
Justice Douglas Campbell ruled that the earlier re¬ 
view panel had failed to carry out a full study on the 
possible environmental impacts from the mine. 

Cumulative effects were not adequately assessed, 
said Campbell, noting that alternatives as under¬ 
ground mining were not looked at nor the possible 
destruction of bird habitats. 

“There are a lot of changes this time around,” says 
Buff Parry, spokesperson for the Smallboy Camp, an 
intervenor in last year’s review, “with a lot of 
adjustments in positions, it’s not the same configura¬ 
tion as last time at all.” 

Of major importance will be a revelation made by 
the camp at the coming hearings, promises Parry. 

“We’ve identified a cumulative effect that has not 
been identified by anyone yet. We’ve developed a way 
to mitigate it, and it’s a solution that doesn’t have a 
downside.” 

Parry says the discovery does not fit into any of the 
arguments advanced by environmentalists. “I think 
what’s going to come out in the end is a really interest¬ 
ing result that would provide a tremendous amount of 
information and knowledge for everybody.” 

Parry says the findings will be announced at the 
preliminary hearings if allowed. 

Over the past year Parry calls the relationship with 
the environmentalists “difficult” and also notes that 
the relationship between the Smallboy Camp and 
Cardinal River Coal Company has changed some¬ 
what after their involvement in two previous environ¬ 
mental studies that the company was ordered to carry 
out. A “sidebar meeting” in early 1997 between the 
i and the company saw an agreement reached 


but m 


rried or 


Proud Partners with more than 2000 
fishers on over 400 Canadian lakes 
throughout Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, the Northwest Territories 
and Northwestern Ontario. 




lative effects.” 

With all the media attention focused on the Ludwig 
Wiebo case and concerns by the public over extreme 
acts that have taken place in the province over the 
issue of environmentalism, Parry is cautious in dis¬ 
cussing the future. 

'The camp is not going to be an enemy of a neigh¬ 
bour that it has no choice over, so it’s not going to burn 
every bridge and it does not make any sense to 
completely alienate the camp from Hinton, either.” 


“What’s happened in fulfilling that agreement has 
wrought about the realization of these cumulative 
effects,” says Parry. "I don’t think anybody expected 
it, especially on the company side. What we’ve found 


archival proof, is 
really loaded stuff. It fits the entire purpose of these 
hearings, which are cumulative effects, supposedly 
not addressed by the company in the first round.” 

Parry says any Native involvementwill be separate 
from the environmentalist’s initiatives after the mis¬ 
understandings between the two groups resulted in 
the withdrawal of Treaty 8 and the Camp as 
intervenors. The environmentalists tactics were called 
“Machiavellian” by Parry. Still, he is hopeful that the 
new information gathered by the camp will be of 
benefit to their cause. 

One difference in the hearings will be the inclusion 
of Treaty 8. Ignored in the last hearing process by the 
Department of Indian Affairs, the Native organiza¬ 
tion had to argue in court for inclusion as intervenors. 

“They were ignored yet most of the water from the 
mine operation is going into the Athabasca River. 
Who knows what that’s going to up in the way of 
threshold levels," observes Parry. 

Still, Parry harbours no illusions about the even¬ 
tual approval of the mine once cumulative effects are 
properly dealt with. 

“Whatever comes out of this the mine goes up. This 
panel is probably going to come up with the same 
recommendations it made the first time, now the 
mine can go ahead because it can address the cumu- 
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Under the Northern Sky 


United We Stand 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

It could be that the strength of our Aboriginal voice 
recently got a lot stronger with the signing of the joint 
protocol agreement between the Assembly of First 
Nations (AFN), in Canada and the National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI), from the United States 
of America. This historical agreement was signed 
July 23, 1999 in Vancouver by Grand Chief Phil 
Fontaine of the AFN and President Ron Allan of the 
NCAI. This conference “Uniting First Nations - 
Tecumseh’s Vision”, was the first major meeting of 
First Nation people from Canada and the United 
States in sixty years. 

The historic event was part of the AFN 20th annual 
general assembly and featured two conferences, the 
AFN/NCAI Joint Assembly and the AFN/Nexus 1999 
Trade Show and Business Conference. More than 
3,000 delegates attended from all over the world, 
including China, Taiwan, Mexico, South Africa, New 
Zealand. Guatemala, the United Nations, the Organi¬ 
zation of American States, the United States and 
Canada. 

The joint protocol agreement is called the "Declara¬ 
tion ofkinship and cooperation among the Indigenous 
peoples and nations of North America through the 
Assembly of First Nations and the National Congress 
of American Indians". Certification of the declaration 
reads “On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations and 
the National Congress of American Indians, in unity, 
solidarity, mutual respect and friendship, we the 
undersigned attest that this declaration represents 
the collective sentiment of those converged in Van¬ 
couver, British Columbia, Canada on Friday, July 23, 
1999”. 

As a First Nation person my first thought was how 
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Shawn Batise, Executive Director of Wabun Tribal 
Council in Timmins, Ontario, who had attended the 
conference. Shawn was accompanied on his trip to 
Vancouver with three of Wabun’s Chiefs, Chief Paul 
McKenzie of Wahgoshig First Nation, Chief Elenore 
Hendrix of Matachewan FirstNation and Chief Joyce 
Luke of Mattagami First Nation. 

Shawn explained that this agreement is more of a 
political accord which makes it easier for First Na¬ 
tions organizations in Canada to work with those in 
the United States. He sees this as an opportunity for 
First Nation people in North America to have a 
stronger voice in Canada, the USA and globally. He 
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believes that most of those in attendance were sup¬ 
portive of this new agreement and that the hope is for 
a stronger Native voice backed by the First Nations 
people of two of the world’s most prominent countries. 

Shawn compared the idea of the AFN and the NCAI 
banding together to a similar situation whereby the 
six Wabun communities also group together to form 
the Wabun Tribal Council. As a tribal council these 
First Nation communities have a stronger voice and 
are represented in the best way possible when it 
comes to dealingwith government. He believes that in 
coming together, First Nations people in Canada, the 
United States and globally will have a stronger voice 
with government and at the United Nations. He still 
has concerns regarding the positive impact from this 
agreement at local levels but in general he feels this 
accord is a progressive move. 

I believe that Shawn and our First Nation leader¬ 
ship are right in their support of this historic accord. 
If you want anything done these days it helps to have 
a lot of support and to be able to bring enough clout to 
the bargaining table. This accord is a move in that 
direction. 
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Celebrating Art & Culture 


Dale Belcourt: 
cover artist 

The artwork on the front cover of this newspaper is 
a Dale Belcourt creation. And, like most of his art, the 
piece remains unnamed. 

“When a person takes the time to stop and study a 
finished piece of art,” explained MT. Belcourt, “he or 
she will get their own feeling for the picture or the 
scene being presented. Some will be reminded of old 
memories while others will see the picture as repre¬ 
sentative of their future. That’s why I prefer to let the 
buyers name the work.” 

- Take the front cover for example. It could be called 
A Moose In The Swamp and by the same token it could 
be named Relaxing By The Mountain. “It depends on 
the eye of the beholder," explained the artist. “Some 
will see relaxation in a piece of art; others will see 
frustration.” 

Dale Belcourt was born in British Columbia where 



he spent the first several years of his young life. 
Moving with his family to Faust, Alberta as a child, 
Belcourt now resides in Edmonton where he is ex¬ 
panding his talents, striving for perfection. "An artist 
never stops learning new techniques," he explained, 
“and of course the everyday events of life have a way 
of changing how a person views things around him." 

Though Belcourt's work doesn't take on the tradi¬ 
tional visionary images often portrayed by Aboriginal 
artists, his finished work is reminiscent of, and de¬ 
picts, Native lifestyle and priorities. 

Drawing, painting and dabbling in numerous artis¬ 
tic styles, Dale Belcourt has learned his trade without 
the benefit of a formal education and professional 
instruction. Instead he has taken the images of his 
past, the sanctity of his soul and the perspective of his 
artistic mind to create many beautifiil pieces of work, 
many of which hang in the homes of his friends, his 
family and his growing clientele. 


Hospitality , Continued Irom page 11 

going. Everything we sold went back into the store.” 

The outcome surprised both of them. George said, 
“It just took off. It flew. In seven months we paid our 
loans. In another seven months we paid the mortgage 
on our home.” That’s when they began to plan for the 
House of Himwitsa that stands today over Tofino 

George said, “Cathy’s big plan was to run the busi¬ 
ness herself. Our son, Richard, was in Grade 8 when 
we started. So we had him working part- time. Well, 
today he’s 24, a full-time player in the business, and 


one of the most knowledgeable young men I know 
regarding modern Native art. I work on computers 
and manage the paperwork.” 

The House of Himwitsa contains amongst the cen¬ 
trepiece art gallery, a restaurant, a lodge, and lease 
space for two other businesses (whale watching and 
eco-tours by kayak). 

The view out the windows or on the balcony of the 
Sea Shanty Restaurant includes Meares and Vargas 
Islands. The town of Tofino evolved with the introduc¬ 
tion of Pacific Rim National Park. The little town at 
the end of the Trans Canada Highway is one of 
Canada’s most popular year-round destination re- 
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Ulali, others excel at folk test 99 

Once again the Edmonton Folk Muaic Festival has made Alberta’s capital a 
name to be reckoned with when it comes to hosting major entertainment extrava¬ 
ganzas. This year, as in years past, the trouble free three-day concert brought 
sheer joy to the thousands who made their way to Edmonton's downtown 
Gallagher Park to take in the festivities. “It was the best event I’ve ever been to,” 
said an overjoyed Susan Charest, the morning after she’d been to the folk fest. “It’s 
the first time I’ve been there but it sure won't be the last. We loved it. The music 
was really good, the performers excelled and the people who gathered on that hill 
to take it all in were simply fantastic. Everybody was so friendly, so happy. It was 

^And the music—what did this newcomer to Edmonton like the best? “Every¬ 
thing!” answered the 42 year old St. Albert homemaker and mother of three. “It’s 
too hard to pick out one but I think the opening act set up the rest of the evening 
just fine. It was a Native group called Ulali.” 

Now that’s a familiar name, Isn’t it? Remember Dreamspeakers 1996? That’s 
when the trio first wowed Edmonton with their unique vocal skills and magnifi¬ 
cently orchestrated repertoire of songs from the heart. It’s also the year that 
Singing Our Stories, a 49 minute documentary about the significance of music and 
its ability to help retain and retell the history of a people, won the Dreamspeakers 
Aboriginal Film Awards prize for Best Musical Expression. Soni (Mayan, Apache, 
Yaqui), one of the three women who make up the group Ulali, was one of the guests 
featured on that film. 

Other Ulali members are Pura F6 (Tuscarora) and Jennifer (Tuscarora.) The 
group, founded in 1987, lays claim to being “the first Native women’s group to 
create (their) own sound from their strong traditional roots and personal contem¬ 
porary styles.” 

Singing many of their songs in the traditional tongues of the Indigenous peoples 
of the American southwest, Ulali’s unique style and foot-stomping energy helped 
August 6,1999 become a day to remember. When we think back to that moment 
in time we’ll hear the drums, the chants and the rattles and feel the energy that 
quickly got the crowd aroused and ready for action. 

Ulali, known for their unusual harmonies, powerful vocals and unique musical 
skills, didn’t disappoint. They are everything rolled into one. Offering political 
statements in their music, humorous antics on the stage and romance in their 
delivery, Ulali’s music addresses both the struggles and accomplishments of 
Native peoples. 

The trio have travelled extensively throughout Canada and the United States 
and are loved in every country abroad. They’ve been invited to perform at venues 
that include Woodstock 94, the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, the Kennedy Centre, 
Lincoln Centre and the Smithsonian Folklife Festival. 

The group is also featured on the soundtrack for the Miramax film Smoke 
Signals which won the Audience Choice Award and Filmmaker’s Trophy at the 
1998 Sundance Film Festival. 

The Edmonton Folk Music Festival, in operation since 1980, is a not-for-profit 
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society with an elected nine-person board responsible for setting operating policy 
and hiring the producer. That producer, the man who manages the operations as 
well as all the staff, is well known Terry Wickham. He, and other event organizers 
say the success of the festival “is based on the energy and commitment of hundreds 
of volunteers who, collectively, contribute thousands of hours of time each year, 
planning, managing and delivering a festival described by others as among the top 
three of its kind in the world. Almost 90% of tasks are completed by volunteers. 
The festival now has a $1.8 million budget and 1500 volunteers on 37 crews.” 

More than 70 acts appeared “on the hill” this year, nearly double that of 1998. 
Joan Baez and Joan Armatrading were two of the other big-name female artists 
to appear at this year’s festival. 

Other top entertainers who appeared at the main stage and at workshops over 
the course of the exceptional weekend were Jimmy Cliff, the Rankins, Alpha YaYa 
Daiyo, the Rockin Highliners, Laura Smith, Oliver Mtukudzi and the Drummers 
of Burundi. The sun was shining and the park was rocking. 

"I wish that we’d been able to get the four day event passes that went on sale 
first,” is the only regret that Susan Charest said she had with this year’s folk music 
fest. “Next time we’ll try to be early.” Better be! This year the 10,000 available 
tickets were gobbled up in just a few hours despite the organization’s limiting the 
ticket purchase to eight per customer. Next year they’ll go faster. People are 
quickly coming to realize that the Edmonton Folk Music Festival just can’t be beat. 
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The Healing Journey 
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Aboriginal status key 
in reducing life term 

by Brian Savage 

James Armbruster, a 37-year old Metis from Sas¬ 
katchewan with 63 previous criminal convictions and 
on trial for robbery and an attack on a female clerk, 
has become a focal point in legal history. 

The BC Court of Appeal has declared that “unique 
systemic and background factors have contributed” to 
Armbruster’s “inability to function in a civil society,” 
and “there is no question that Mr. Armbruster has 
suffered because of his Aboriginal status. 

The court's unanimous decision to change 
Armbruster’s life sentence to 20 years, written by 
Madam Justice Catherine Ryan, complied with the 
direction laid down earlier this year from the Su¬ 
preme Court of Canada which determined that addi¬ 
tional “circumstances” must be looked at when of¬ 
fenders are Aboriginal. 

Victoria Desroches, one of the lawyers representing 
Armbruster was first brought into court. Desroches 


Pkabtemi. uiitk auto, ini.unan.ct? 

• Cancelled Insurance 
• High Premiums 
■ Recently Licensed 
• Driving Record Problems 
• Young Drivers 
• No Previous Insurance 
10612 - 178 St., Edmonton, AB (780) 486-4488 

TRANS WEST INSURANCE BROKERS 






r * M M M M M M C«2 M 

•Je Our congratulations to Alberta Native News »N 

M on its 15th Anniversary of providing 

•J* a free press for the First Nations. From •J 1 

s MAGGIE WILLIER g 
S WELLNESS CENTRE 2 



■5* 

££ P. O. Box 120, Driftpile, AB TOG 0V0 M 


E Phone: (780) 355-3931 * 

•S* Fax: (780) 355-2055 Cl 

■£* M S*J M M M f* M f»2 


says the Native status of Armbruster’s was “critical" 
in the reduction of his sentence. But there were a 
number of other circumstances that came into play 
when Armbruster first appeared in court, including 
the fact that he was the third person in three months 
to have walked away from the Sumas Centre. 

He was on a statutory release date, in other words 
his time was about up,” explains Desroches. “So they 
take him out of the institution and put him in a little 
cottage in the distance. They’re supposed to be 
reintegrating these individuals.” The first person to 
walk away was quickly followed by a report of a sexual 
assault, followed a month later by a second individual 
and another report of a sexual assault. “And of course 
there’s a lot of concern in the community,” says 
Desroches, “and a social outcry for justice and the 
next month we have James Armbruster.” 

By now, media and politicians mobilized against 
the string of events and such people as MLA Barry 
Penner were calling for the “dangerous offender” tag 
to be placed on Armbruster. Desroches says the nega¬ 
tive and hostile criticism was intense and some of it 
personally directed against her. 

“I was referred to as an apologist and a scourge of 
the criminal courts for doing my job, that was the kind 
of temperament we were dealing with in Abbotsford,” 
says Desroches. Adding further to matters was the 
actions of the newly appointed judge, who Desroches 
says “goaded” the Crown Prosecutor into reading out 
the circumstances of the Crown, while Armbruster 
appeared in court without defence and had stated he 
wished to plead guilty. Other lawyers approached 
Desroches, working in another courtroom, to inter¬ 
vene on behalf of Armbruster at this point. 

According to Desroches “the crucial decisions in his 
life revolved around the fact he was Aboriginal. His 
father was a drunk who brutalized Armbruster. The 
kid was sitting at a table and asking his father if he 
could give him a hand, and his father had been out 
hunting and had killed a deer. There was a family 
friend sitting at the table and the father was drunk 
and said, you want to give me a hand. Alright, come 
here, and put his hand through the meat grinder. His 
buddy got the fingers and drove him to the hospital 
and they reattached the fingers but they got infected 
and they had to be cut off again, not once but twice. 
And it was his right hand and he’s righthanded.” 

Armbruster was ten. At 13 he was living alone in a 
tent in the Saskatchewan bush, hunting and trap¬ 
ping. His schooling was a failure, says Desroches, 
with a report calling him socially inept and that other 
children were uncomfortable around him. Throw in a 
speech impediment and the future path was laid out. 

“He gets busted one night in a cafe when its closed, 
eating a sandwich and they call it break and enter and 
theft and so he goes into jail for the very first time.” 

Desroches was astonished to see the racial com¬ 
ments that exist on Armbruster’s file. “It’s blatant, at 
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the time at least they wrote what they thought, now 
they hide it.” 

Longer periods of incarceration followed, with no 
skills, training or education, a pattern was estab¬ 
lished, says Desroches. “Treated like an animal you’re 
going to get an animal.” 

The Gladue decision made by the Supreme Court 
was critical for James Armbruster in its impact on 
section 718.2, of the Criminal Code. “Gladue changes 
Canadian law for Indians in this country,” says — 
Desroches, who adds that Gladue compels the judge 
to take into consideration the Aboriginal history of 
the defendant as well as racial, social and economic 
factors which may have contributed to the criminal 
behaviour. “If the judge doesn’t [doit], that opens the 
door to the Court of Appeal. It forces the court to take 
into consideration what this country has done to us.” 

One factor in Armbruster’s past was his failure to be 
given any programs, explains Desroches, because he 
was placed in “protective custody segregation” for 
almost 16 years, with only one hour per day to go 
outside. In her research, Desroches found that many 
of the programs offered in federal institutions start at 
a grade 10 level, and Armbruster had barely made it 
to Grade six. “No wonder most of our guys can’t do it— 
they don’t have grade 10! “ observes Desroches, who 
also noted the refusal by authorities to give any 
programs one-on-one, something that Armbruster 
had always requested. 

It was during this submission that the judge told _j 
Desroches he would not allow her to “play the culture 

thing we play, it’s something we are. “ It was this 
remark that was used in the submission to the Court 
of Appeal. “By shutting that down he did not embark- 
on the process demanded by Gladue, therefore the 
door was open to the Court of Appeal for fresh evi- 

Accordingto Desroches, Armbruster is doing better 
now at a medium level institution where he is getting ' 
instruction by Native teachers and elders and taking 
basic literacy courses as well as socializing. 
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Performers shine 
at K-Days '99 
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Buildiig Our Communities 


Native Urban housing 
at crisis point 

by Brian Savage 

Native housing in Edmonton faces a number crisis 
according to the head of Amisk Housing, Mel Buffalo. 

Buffalo’s comments come in response to the publica¬ 
tion of a city task force report called Homeless 
Edmonton: A Call to Action. 

The numbers are bleak: the report shows 307 Abo¬ 
riginal people were without shelter when the variou, 
agencies were surveyed in March. 

“It was a one-day survey to every agency in the city,” 
observes Buffalo, “and on that one day, four-and a half 
people out of ten that were homeless were Aboriginal 
people." 

Buffalo estimated that there are over 800 people on 
any given day that are homeless on the streets of 
Edmonton. 

“We represent one or two percent of the population 
yet we are the ones hardest hit when it comes to 
finding affordable quality housing for our people and 
we don’t seem to be getting any support from our 
municipal, provincial or federal governments to alle¬ 
viate that problem.” 

Shelter space is shrinking with no new funds. The 
Edmonton Realtors Charitable Foundation had given 
$177,000 last December for the creation of 56 ni 
spaces. That funding has now been spent. 

Buffalo’s strongest anger is directed towards Ed¬ 
monton City Council, and a controversial vote which 
placed government-allocated money for social hous¬ 
ing into general revenue funds instead. 

“They used that money they got from the , 
for roads and such,” condemns Buffalo. “That’s their 

A recent petition presented to the federal govern¬ 
ment at the end of May by Native groups has met wi'' 
little response by the government. The Native grou. 
have promised a court challenge tti stop the federal 
government’s downloading of housing responsibili¬ 
ties to Alberta, B.C. and Ontario, twhere Ottawa still 
has the responsibility for Native subsidized housing. 

Public Works Minister Alfonso Gagliano told par¬ 
liament, “the government of Canada is committed to 
honour all its communities on Native urban housing.” 

“We put in a 20,000-name petition that was signed 
by our grassroots people across Canada," says Buf¬ 
falo, “and we haven’t seen any action as a result of 
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